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“As He blessed them He parted from them and was 
taken up to heaven. They did Him homage and then 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were 
continually in the temple praising God.” How do 
you think we would feel if we lost a person we 
loved? My guess is that we would not immediately 
want to go back to our daily lives with “great joy.” 
 

Jesus’ Apostles and disciples were truly in love 
with Him and they watched Him leave them. So, 
how could they returned to Jerusalem with “great 
joy?” Pope St. Leo the Great tells us, “Even though 
they had been strengthened by so many miracles 
and instructed by so much teaching, they took fright 
at the cruel suffering of the Lord’s Passion and 
could not accept His Resurrection without hesita-
tion. Yet they made such progress through His As-
cension, that they now found joy in what had terri-
fied them before. 
 

Now they were able to fix their minds on Christ’s 
divinity as He sat at the right hand of His Father. 
Then turned all of their attention to the realization 
that Jesus had not left His Father when He came 
down to earth, nor had He abandoned His disciples 
when He ascended into heaven.” 
 

Christ has passed beyond our sight, not to abandon 
us but to be our hope. Where He came from and 
where He has gone back to, we hope to follow. If 
Jesus had not ascended into heaven, body and soul, 
humanity and divinity, we would not be able to 
hope for heaven ourselves. The Ascension is the 
source of our hope. It means that we are never 
alone. Jesus is already enthroned in heaven and that 
throne can never be lost. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jesus has chosen to call all of us through our bap-
tism and guided by the successors of the Apostles, 
the Pope and bishops to share in His work of re-
demption. As members of the Church, we continue 
in our own lives, the work that Jesus did in His 
earthly life. 
 

At our baptisms, the priest or deacon anointed us 
with Sacred Chrism saying in conclusion, “As 
Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet, and King, so 
may you live always as members of His Body, shar-
ing everlasting life.” A prophet is called to bear wit-
ness to God’s truth. This is the mission each of us 
to given at our baptisms. 
 

This is why Jesus said to His Apostles, “Go there-
fore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, until the end of the are.” This is the promise 
of our Lord’s Ascension. 

Chaplain’s Thoughts. . . 

“As He blessed them, He was taken up to heaven.” 

by Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

CHAPLAIN THOUGHTS 
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Thank You James C. Fletcher, Jr. 

Council 11422 

For An Experience Of A 

Lifetime. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Grand Knight Report 
    Michael E. Younger 

                                                               mrwhy@verizon.net                              301-262-8474 

Flag Day 
June 14

th
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Past Grand Knights Roy Cobo of Fr. Michael C. Kidd Council 14455 

and Ike Agbim of the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422  
share a happy moment at the Maryland State Council 121

st
  

Annual Convention at the Princess Royale Conference 
Center in Ocean City, Maryland. 

   PAST GRAND KNIGHTS CORNER 
Vernon Hawkins, Jr. 

                                    vhawkinsjr@aol.com                       301-336-0284 
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Welcome to the month of 
June!  As I sit hear prepar-
ing my June article, I began 
to reflect back over this, my 
first year as your State Dep-
uty, and I have to admit, it 
has been a very fulfilling 
year.  From our first Leader-
ship Seminar to the latest 
State Convention, it has 

been a world-wind of events, activities and frater-
nalism. 
 

As you might imagine, putting on the State Conven-
tion takes a LOT of work and there are SO many to 
thank.  I want to personally thank Mike Sallese and 
his Convention Committee for all that they did to 
provide us a very successful and fruitful convention.  
I also want to thank the Management and Staff of 
the Princess Royale for all that they do each year to 
ensure we have an enjoyable place to hold our annu-
al convention.  Can’t forget the Sea Gals and all that 
they did and do to support Linda and the Ladies Ac-
tivities. Thank you, Ladies!  Congratulations to all 
of the Program & Membership winners this year 
and my thanks to Bill Van Horn, Ron Hassan, and 
their teams for all their hard work.  Lastly, but cer-
tainly not least, we were so very blessed this year to 
have our Supreme Chaplain and very own Archbish-
op of Baltimore, Archbishop Lori, join us for our 
Convention Mass and Banquet.  
 

Even though the convention is over, and many 
councils have begun preparing for the next fraternal 
year, everyone must remember that we still have the 
month of June in which we should be conducting 
business for this fraternal year.  Councils should still 
be recruiting; especially, to replace those members 
that have gone on to their greater reward or those 
that have fallen away for some reason.   
 

We must continue to grow our Order and keep 
Councils healthy and our membership strong. While 
every Council should strive to earn the “Star Coun-
cil Award,” it is equally important that every Grand 
Knight take responsibility, during his term of office, 
to do his very best to leave his Council in better 
condition than when he took office.  Not always an 
easy task, but a very important one. 
 

 

 
 
Councils should also continue holding programs 
consistent with Supreme’s “Faith in Action” pro-
gram model.  Remember, the First Quarter Program 
Report covers the largest period of time compared 
to other reporting periods.  Speaking of programs, 
there is a little misconception regarding programs 
and events/fund raisers.  In speaking with some 
council members around our state, many feel and/or 
believe that holding an event/fund raiser such as a 
spaghetti dinner is a program that meets the Faith in 
Action Program requirements.  Well, not unless that 
dinner was held after or in conjunction with one of 
the Supreme programs.   
 

What I ask, is that newly elected Grand Knights and 
their Program Directors read the Faith in Action 
Handbook and the Columbian Award (SP-7) before 
planning their fraternal year’s activities.   Both are 
available on the Supreme website.  This in itself 
will help to guide each council to conduct success-
ful programs alongside their other activities. 
 

Read the Faith in Action Handbook 
and the 

Columbian Award (SP-7) 
 

As a reminder, during the last weekend this month, 
newly elected Grand Knights, District Deputies, 
District Wardens, State Officers, State Directors & 
Chairmen will gather in Solomons for our Leader-
ship & Organizational Meeting.  This is a time for 
learning & preparing, a time for sharing infor-
mation, and a time to see old friends and make new 
ones.  Linda & I hope to have the chance to meet 
many of you during the weekend. 
In closing, please remember that by putting your 
Faith into Action, we are truly Serving Christ by 
Serving Others! 
 
Vivat Jesus, 

Dale 
Dale W. Trott 
State Deputy 
 
 

 

STATE DEPUTY’S REPORT 
Dale W. Trott 
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          District #1 
                        

As we near the end of our Fraternal year, we are also planning to start our new one.  I want to thank all the of-
ficers who stepped up this year. With the hard times our Church has faced and continues to face, we as Knights 
did not waver, we stood by ready to help anywhere and everywhere we could. This mission must continue, our 
Church and this world need us to help guide the way toward good, to show that good will triumph over evil. 
 

To the outgoing officers, although you put your time and effort in this year, you are still needed to help guide 
our new officers. Tell of your accomplishments, and your failures, and how we can learn from them. 
We also must continue to speak to the families about the Knights. They need to know that we are a family or-
ganization and we them all involved in the fun. 
 

Again, THANK YOU ALL for the wonderful work you have done this fraternal year! 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
George Riddle 

DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT 
George T. Riddle 

This was my first year going to the convention as a Past Grand Knight.  Because of all 
the hard work and achievements done by Fletcher Council in the past, I arrived very 
excited about our chances of winning an awards program.   
 

PGK Alan Davis and I traveled together and we thought that we would have a chance to 
win at least two out of the four awards available. PGK Ike Agbim joins us for breakfast 
and his thoughts were the same about our chances to win.  
 

Low and behold, when we won the first award, I said to myself, at least we will not be 
going home empty handed.  Then we won again, and then again.  By now PGK Alan, 
PGK Ike and I are getting very excited about the opportunity to sweep the awards. And 
then it happen, we won the last award and overall council! It is something you need to 

experience, because there are no words to explain the feelings that comes from being recognize by your peers as 
THE BEST !  
 

Oh my, talk about standing tall, we were on cloud 9! And on top of it all, our Grand Knight Elect, Fidelis 
Ajudua, was present.  I could see his juices beginning to flow as we talked and began planning activities for his 
administration . My prayer is that Our Lord continue to bless our council and that we as a council continue to do 
the work to help our Faith, Families, Council and Community.  Looking forward to 2019-2020 fraternal year 
and working with the new administration.  
 

Bernard Broadus PGK 
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SUPREME KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

Carl A. Anderson - Supreme Knight 

KITAKYUSA, Uganda — One Knight’s determination to “give the chil-
dren a fighting chance” turned into a mission of providing water and medi-
cal care to an African village. 
 

In January 2012, Father Gerald Musuubire was traveling to visit family in 
Uganda. He took parishioner Robert Maher, a fellow member of St. Peter 
and Paul Council 11475 in Palmyra, Va., with him on the visit to the re-
mote St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Parish in Kitakyusa. Upon arrival, Ma-
her was shocked by the poverty and lack of medical care. 
 

“There was nothing there,” Maher said. “People put fruit into the collection 
baskets because they don’t have money. That’s how bad this area is.” 
 

Maher asked Father Musuubire what happens to villagers if they get sick. The priest’s response was dire: they get better 
on their own or they die. 
 

In fact, two in five village children were not surviving to their fifth birthday. This moved Maher to act. 
After the flight back home, Maher said he was determined to “give the children a fighting chance.” He approached his 
council about raising money to build a clinic at St. Francis parish — where the Knights were given permission to build a 
facility.. Council 11475 raised $60,000 and received donated medical equipment from the University of Virginia. In Janu-
ary 2014, the clinic opened. 
 

Since then, the clinic has treated 9,000 people per year for malaria, arthritis, 
breathing problems and also administers vaccinations. 
 

Father John Vianney Kitoolo, former pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 
noted just how much the Knights’ assistance has helped the people there, 
“From the long distances they used to move to access health services, from 
the long hours they would sit in a queue waiting to receive medical assis-
tance, all those are now memories to narrate to next generation because 
what they need is now just a stone’s throw away.” 
 

Maher and Council 11475 raised an additional $24,000 to construct living 
quarters nurses adjacent to the clinic which opened in 2017 for the nurses 
working there. 
 

But then there was another need: clean water. 
 

Children from Kitakyusa carry jugs for miles to the closest water source, 
which is a swamp. The children then boil the water to make it potable. The 
lack of readily available clean water is a major concern for the clinic. 
 

“We have an increase in patients since the completion of the facility,” Fa-
ther Denis Wamala, the current pastor of St. Francis of Assisi wrote to Ma-
her. “There is no supply of running water at the parish itself. … We re-
quest(ed) the Knights of Columbus to come to our rescue.” 
 

Council 11475 has raised nearly $15,000 to have a water-well dug next to 
the clinic. Maher says construction for a 30 foot-well cost between $25,000 
to $30,000. 
 

The Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus made a donation to a $1 
million fund to construct an additional 94 clean water projects to bring clean water to 48,236 people in southeastern 
Uganda. The Knights’ contribution funded 8 drilled wells and 2 rehabilitated wells in partnership with charity: water. 
 

Funding the water wells is just one way Knights serve the most disadvantaged. Through the Helping Hands initiative, 
Knights councils worldwide organize programs as they see fit to assist the needy. 
 

“[As Knights], we do what we can to help people,” Maher said. “It’s time for me to give back.” 

KNIGHTS HELP BRING MEDICAL CARE & CLEAN WATER TO REMOTE AFRICAN VILLAGE 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/community/index.html
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
Harold Sims, Fraternal Benefit Advisor 

                                     harold.sims@kofc.org                                        240-701-2415 

NEVER INVEST IN AN ANNUITY!!  You’ve no doubt seen 
this kind of headline in the financial 
pages or you’ve seen pop-up ads on 
your computer or you’ve heard some 
friend repeat what he’s heard from his 
buddy’s uncle.  Are they serious?  
 

Let’s start with the basics: An annuity 
is a tax-favored savings instrument.  
The government gives it special tax 
treatment because it’s designed for 
retirement income.  An annuity can be 
qualified or in other words, funded 
with money that you have not yet paid 

taxes on, like an IRA or an RRSP in Canada. Or non-qualified, 
that is, funded with money you’ve already paid the tax on.  Like 
money you take from your paycheck or out of your savings ac-
count.  Either way, the tax on the growth in your Knights of Co-
lumbus annuity each year is deferred…you pay no current tax on 
it and pay only when you withdraw money. 
 

I’ll tell you that I think an annuity is a is a great product in the 
right situation.  Especially a Knights of Columbus annuity.  In 
addition to tax deferred growth, here are a few more reasons why 
I think that way: 
 

Your minimum interest rate is guaranteed…for life!  There 
is a floor that the interest rate will never drop below.  
The good news is that we’ve always paid a higher cur-
rent interest rate than the guarantee.  This feature means 
nobody has ever lost a dime in a Knights of Columbus 
annuity…and never will! 

 

Your principal is guaranteed by the Knights.  Now that kind 
of guarantee is only as good as the company backing 
it…and we’ve had 40+ years of Superior ratings from 
A. M. Best for financial strength.  (As of January 2019, 
rated A+ Superior by A. M. Best) 

 
You are charged no administrative fees each year…100% of 

your money goes to work for you earning interest from 
day one. 

 

Even though annuities are designed for long-term growth, after 
one year you can access 10% of the value without any 
KofC penalty. 

 

Owners of annuities name a beneficiary; this means that at 
death, the proceeds bypass probate.  This saves time and 
usually money, too. 

 

You can enjoy an income that you (and if you wish, your wife) 
can never outline! 

 

But let’s be fair; an annuity is not the answer every time.  It’s not 
a short-term product.  It’s not designed to be a “put and take” 
account where you stick some money in and then take it out a 
short time later. There is a reducing early withdrawal penalty 
over the first seven years if you take out more than the 10% free 
withdrawal. That feature, in all annuities, not just the KofC, is to 
encourage people to leave the money alone until retirement age. 
 

So, although there are situations where an annuity is not the 
proper product, there are many where it is…And we haven’t 
even talked about triple compounding, protection from creditors 
and other features. 
 

How do you know if an annuity is right for you?  Meet with me 
and let’s look at your goals.  It might be the perfect fit. 
 

Where do you keep your safe money? 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
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McNAMARA CHAPTER 

Joseph Massimini - Chapter President 

HEY WORLD, ITS A 3-PEAT 

 

 

 

 

 

They say that it could not be done. However, the Bishop McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights 

pulled off a 3-Peat, a rarity at the Maryland State Council, Knights of Columbus Annual State 

Convention. On a sunny morning, May 4, 2019 at the Princess Royale Hotel in Ocean City, 

Maryland, McNamara Chapter President, Joseph Massimini, was awarded the Chapter of the 

Year award. One of three Chapters in the State of Maryland, the award was the pinnacle of an-

other outstanding year for the Chapter. The award was presented by State Deputy, Dale W. 

Trott. It was the third consecutive year that the Chapter has been so honored. WoW! That’s the 

way to conclude one’s presidency.  
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WALSH ASSEMBLY NEWS 

John O. Grier - Faithful Navigator 
 
 

 
 

Worthy Sir Knights, 
 

As we enter the month of June, the fraternal year 2018-2019 draws to a close at the 
end of this month and my tenure of Faithful Navigator as well.   It has been a fantas-
tic year even though the Assembly had several key deceased members during the fra-
ternal year.   I wish to thank each of you for the trust you placed in me.    
 
Bishop Walsh Assembly was able to participate in several Patriotic programs during 
the 2018-2019 fraternal year  which included :  
 

• Presenting Comfort Kits to Veterans at Washington DC Veterans Administration (VA) Medical 
Center,  

 

• Donations of wheelchairs  and  funds for wheelchair purchase for Veterans at VA Hospital,  
 

• The roving Flag Team performed Flag ceremonies throughout the District which  involved  retiring 
old flags for their support.   

 
We also had a fantastic recruiting year with 34 new Sir Knights becoming members of the Bishop James E. 
Walsh Assembly.   
 
Again, I thank all the Sir Knights for their support during the fraternal year and continued success to the Bish-
op James E. Walsh Assembly, 1548.  
 
Our newly selected Officers for the 2019-2020 fraternal year are as follows: 
 

Faithful Navigator:     SK Thomas F. Matthews III 

Faithful Captain:    SK Leon E. Alexander 

Faithful Admiral:  SK John O. Grier 

Faithful Pilot:   SK Charles I. Briscoe 

Faithful Scribe:  SK Ikechukwu R. Agbim 

Faithful Comptroller: SK Efrain Anderson 

Faithful Purser:  SK Emeka O. Onwezi 

Faithful Sentinels:   SK Fidelis E. Joseph (Inner), SK Robert B. Sistare (Outer) 

Three Year Trustee: SK Michael P. Davenport 
 

The June meeting of Bishop James Walsh Assembly will be held at Sarto Hall at 7 PM on June 10th.  During 
the meeting, the exchange of jewels and the passing of the gavel will take place.  Also, the final drawing for 
this fraternal of the 50/50 Raffle will occur.  I look forward to seeing you there ! 
 
VIVAT JESUS! 

John O. Grier 

SK John O. Grier, 
Faithful Navigator 
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Worthy brothers, 
On May 4, 2019, the James C. Fletcher Council 11422 continued its traditional role of dom-
inating the Maryland State Council’s Annual Convention in Ocean City, Maryland. On be-
half of the Grand Knight and the Fletcher Council team of 6 Past Grand Knights carted 
away all the prestigious awards on Faith in Action at the convention.  
 
The Faith in Action programs focus on Faith, Family, Community and Life activities within 
our families, the parish and the community; and provide an opportunity for the Knights to 

make a meaningful difference in the 32 Supreme Council-recommended programs.  

 

The Fletcher Council continue to maintain this privileged position as the Number #1 Council in the State of 
Maryland. The council ended the event by winning the prestigious Program Director’s Awards. The graceful 
place the Fletcher Council played and exemplified in action is the result of fellow brother knight’s ability to 
translate the principle of charity to faith in action in all the council programs.  
 

Let us not forget the good fortune of our KC Ladies Auxiliary. Lady Etoile, president of the KC Ladies Auxil-
iary walked away with two prestigious awards: Second Place for the Best New Activity and Second Place for 
Best Recurring Activity. 
 

As we close this fruitful fraternal year, let us not rest on our past achievements but continue the good work into 
the next fraternal year for the greater glory of God. 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Fidelis Ajudua, Deputy Grand Knight 

ajudua32@yahoo.com                                          301-283-1985 
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St. Joseph, our patron saint, is the perfect example for us Knights as to what it means to be a father. His devotion, 
dedication, stewardship and love of our Lord Jesus Christ and our blessed Mother shows us how men of faith should 
provide and care for our wives, children and families.  

This month, we Knights have several opportunities to fellowship with the men of the Archdiocese, St. Joseph and 
Fletcher Council and express our faith by our actions. On Saturday, June 15th, the Archdiocese will ordain those 
Deacons to Priesthood. This class includes St Joseph's current Deacon Patrick Mullin and our former summer Dea-
con Ebuka Mbanude. The ceremony will be held at Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
and council member are encouraged to attend and support these men who will serve the Archdiocese of Washing-
ton.  

Sunday, June 16th is Father's Day and also Knight's Sunday at the 11 P.M. Mass. This is the perfect time for us to 
celebrate our faith and service to the church with our families, the Family of the Month Awardee and fellow parish-
ioners in union with all the Fathers of the parish.  

Finally, the Annual St. Joseph Church Picnic kicks off on June 30th from 2 to 6 P.M. on the church grounds. Coun-
cil members have traditionally helped with all aspects of the picnic, from planning, to purchasing supplies, to organ-
izing games and music, to cooking, serving, set up and clean up. Please sign up early this month to volunteer and 
show the faithful leadership the men of James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council are known to exhibit throughout the Archdio-
cese and the Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus.  

"Blessed are all who fear the Lord and who walk in His ways. What your hands provide you will enjoy: you will be 
blessed and prosper: Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your home, Your children like young olive plants 
around your table. Just so will the man be blessed who fears the Lord". [Psalm 128, vs1-4]  

FAITH ACTIVITIES 
Alan M. Davis, Faith Activities Director 

adavis1960@verizon.net                              301-808-8009 
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              COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
                         Michael Younger, Grand Knight                                             

                                                            mrwhy@verizon.net                                                   301-980-6779 
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 COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

                                                             Cal A. Thompson, Council Activities Director 
                                                      calthompsn@msn.com                             301-249-2955 

Plans are underway to conduct the Annual St. Joseph Church Picnic. It will be held at St Joseph Church on 
Sunday, June 30th from 2-6 PM.  The Picnic Committee consist of several council members and parishioners. 
Those planning to attend are requested to bring a covered dish to serve 10-people. 
 
As usual there will be a need for council members to volunteers to provide assistance throughout the day. 
Sign-up sheets will be placed in the Church Welcome Room for: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us continue the council’s tradition of supporting these Church and Community Activities. Sign Up, Round 
Up the family and come prepared to have a wonderful time with your St. Joseph family. 

 Set Up/Clean Up 

 Food Servers 

 Game Coordinators 

 Hall Monitors 

 Kitchen Help/Food Preparation 

 Grill Workers 

 Beverage Station 

 Covered Dish 
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 LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

 Vernon Hawkins, Jr., Council Communications 
                                                         pmethvhawkinsjr@aol.com                                           301-336-0284 

 

 
 Who Dat? 

Congratulations are in order for Alan M. Davis and Robin Sanders 
who tied the knot and “Jumped the Broom” on Saturday, May 18, 2019 

at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Largo, Maryland. 
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FAMILY  ACTIVITIES - FAMILY OF THE MONTH  

Ike Agbim, Family Activities Director 
  iagbim@gmail.com                              202-276-7796 

 
 

 
 
Dr. Peter Methodius-
Ngwodo has been at-
tending church at St. 
Joseph parish since 
1989. As a parishion-
er, he has served in 
the Lector and Eucha-
ristic Ministries for 
many years. He has 
often volunteered to 
serve as an adult serv-
er during Mass, and 
has participated ac-
tively in other parish 
activities including 
church picnics, tutor-
ing, coaching and 
mentoring our young 
parish students. 
 
Dr. Methodius-Ngwodo became a Knight of Colum-
bus in 2002 and has since attained the 4th Degree lev-
el. As a Knight, he has held positions of Treasurer, 
Chancellor, Warden and Lector. Also, he has been 
the Chairperson of the Knights of Columbus Aca-
demic Scholarship Program since the year 2006 – a 
program that has awarded academic scholarships 
based on ranking and merit to over 100 students of 
our St. Joseph parish to the tone of about 
$100,000.00. In addition, he is the coordinator of the 
Pro-Life activities of our Council, and has actively 
participated in Christmas tree sales, flea markets, 
Lenten fish fry and kite-flying events for our parish 
kids/families. Dr. Peter is currently the Deputy Grand 
Knight Elect of the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council. 
 
Dr. Peter engages in many humanitarian activities 
including volunteering for many Medical Missions to 
Nigeria, where their team visit the rural and economi-
cally disadvantaged areas to diagnose and provide 
treatments to patients with tropical diseases, as well 
as educating them on preventive care, personal hy-
giene and the monitoring of vital signs. 
 
 

 
 
 

Dr. Peter is one of the 
core-founding mem-
bers of the St Joseph 
Community of Afri-
cans and Friends 
where he participates 
actively in its pro-
grams including An-
nual Thanksgiving 
Harvest, birthday 
months recognition 
and the Religious 
Quiz programs. 
 
Dr. Peter has 3 (three) 
children: Victoria Titi, 
Pierre Acha and 
Johnpaul Ndidi. 
 
Victoria Titi, is a 

sophomore in the Science & Technology program at 
Charles Flowers High School. She has been an altar 
server for years and currently serves as Hospitality 
Minister at our church. Pierre Acha, is a freshman at 
DeMatha High School. He has also been an altar 
server for years and currently serves as Hospitality 
Minister at our church. Pierre is currently a Squire of 
the Martin Luther King Squires Circle here at St Jo-
seph. Johnpaul Ndidi is in the 6th. Grade at Imagine 
Foundations Charter School. “JP” (as he likes to be 
called sometimes) has been a junior altar server in the 
past and currently is a Junior Squire of the K of C. 
 
For the above notable services to St. Joseph Church 
and the Catholic Community, the James C. Fletcher, 
Jr. Council 11422 of the Knights of Columbus would 
like to acknowledge Methodius-Ngwodo Family as 
the May, 2019 Family of the Month. 
 
Heavenly Father, guide and richly bless the Methodi-
us-Ngwodo Family forever and ever in Jesus Holy 
name. Amen! 

The Methodius-Ngwodo Family 
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The misnamed Equality Act of 2019 -- perhaps the most egregious 
and far-reaching assault on religious freedom, individual con-
science, and free speech ever put forth in this nation – was passed 
by the U.S. House of Representatives on May 17. 
 

The bill, if enacted, would make sexual orientation and gender 
identity equivalent to existing protections for race, color, national 
origin, sex, disability and religion under the 1964 Civil Rights Act, 
while negating the free exercise protections of the First Amend-
ment as reaffirmed in the Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
(RFRA).   It would affect virtually every aspect of American socie-
ty, as it would apply to “any establishment that provides a good, 
service, or program,” including those engaged in public education, 
lending, housing, employment, federal assistance, health care, 
transportation, entertainment, recreation, exercise, public facilities, 
and more. 
 

The title, Equality Act, is an alluring bromide, meant to disarm a 
not-very-aware public.  It illustrates the hypocrisy of a government 
that proclaims the absolute equality of all its citizens, but gives 
special privileges to a small segment.   To paraphrase George Or-
well in his novel Animal Farm, under the Act, "All people are 
equal, but some people are more equal than others."  
 

Perhaps, the most publicized provision of the bill is its mandated 
access to communal facilities “in accordance with an individual’s 
gender identity.”  Women and girls would be required to share 
restrooms, locker rooms, dressing rooms, and even showers, in 
schools, university dorms, retail stores and other venues, with bio-
logical males. 
 

A sampling of current government overreach foreshadows an omi-
nous future, if the Act becomes law.  
 

The federal government, for example, would be able to dictate the 
hiring and firing of staff and the admissions policies in Catholic 
schools.  In 2018, a Catholic elementary school in Florida fired a 
female teacher for marrying another woman.  A kindergarten-aged 
child in Kansas was recently denied admission to a Catholic school 
because his parents are in a same-sex union.  In both of these cases, 
the schools would have been forced to take the opposite actions, in 
spite of Church teaching. 
 
The legislation would encourage LGBTQ-inclusive educational 
curricula for children in public schools.  When accrediting agencies 
follow suit, will Catholic schools be able to resist including materi-
al about same-sex lifestyles?  A few days before the House passed 
the Equality Act, the popular PBS television cartoon series Arthur, 
which receives significant federal funding, showed Arthur and his 
classmates joyously attending their male teacher’s marriage to an-
other male.  And, there currently are numerous examples of “drag 
queens” holding story hours in libraries, schools and book stores to 
affect the minds and imaginations of young children with glamor-
ous, positive role models of gender fluidity. 
 

Catholic adoption ministries could be shut down nationally.  Penn-
sylvania, Illinois and Massachusetts have already effectively closed 
Catholic adoption agencies in those states by requiring them to 
place children with same-sex couples, which violates Catholic con-
victions about marriage and family. 
 

 

Last year, a girl was removed from her parents’ custody when they 
refused to have her medically transition to a male, but instead 
wanted her to receive counseling for her gender confusion and re-
main a girl.  Under the Equity Act, government agencies could take 
children from their parents, if they refuse to provide transitional 
treatment. 
 

Retail service companies, such as florists, bakers, caterers, photog-
raphers, and event consultants, that willingly serve all customers, 
but will not in good conscience help celebrate same-sex weddings, 
will be driven out of business.  Jack Phillips, owner of Masterpiece 
Cakes, legally fought the Colorado Civil Rights Commission for 
several years before the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the Com-
mission had acted prejudicially in upholding the complaint of a gay 
couple that he refused their request for a specially-designed wed-
ding cake. 
 

Even though the Supreme Court legalized same-sex marriage in 
2015, the Equality Act goes beyond mere approval to require total 
acceptance of these unions.  It defines belief in traditional marriage 
as a “sex stereotype” and makes a sex-stereotype illegal under fed-
eral law.  If  
 
churches do not at least recognize, if not celebrate, same-sex mar-
riages, it is possible that they could be sued or lose their tax-exempt 
status. 
 

The claim that the Act will create equality in athletics is a sham.  
When Title IX, which prohibits sex discrimination in education 
programs, was enacted, women’s sports at the high school and col-
legiate levels expanded enormously.  Then, in 2016, the Obama 
administration interpreted the term “sex” under Title IX to include 
“gender identity,” which allowed any male who claimed to identify 
as female the right to participate in women’s sports.  The result was 
inevitable.  Biological males, who have natural physical advantages 
in size, strength and speed, dominated events when competing 
against females.  Although President Trump revoked the Obama 
policy, the Equality Act would write gender identity into law.  The 
many legal protections women now enjoy would be effectively 
eliminated, with the result that women’s athletics would be essen-
tially destroyed. 
 

In the health sector, the ramifications of the Act would be enor-
mous.  Puberty-blocking hormonal treatments for children could be 
deemed necessary and standard health care.  Doctors and nurses 
would be required to provide gender transition treatments and sex-
change surgeries, even if these procedures violated their medical 
judgments and religious beliefs.  Further, the language in the 
Equality Act is general enough so that courts could interpret it to 
mandate taxpayer funding for abortions and to nullify conscience 
protections for medical providers who object to performing these 
procedures. 
Inevitable conflicts will arise between those who wish to adhere to 
their religious beliefs and advocates for LGBTQ “rights.”  Persons 
and groups holding traditional Christian beliefs about marriage, the 
distinction between sexes, and gender being determined at birth 
would be marked as bigots and exposed to legal action.  Without 
the protection provided by RFRA, the Equality Act would tip the 
judicial scale against religion.  In essence, the Act would criminal-
ize Christianity and persecute Christians for their beliefs on sexual 
morality and gender issues. 
. 

 

Reflections 
Lawrence P. Grayson 

 

Promoting Equality Through Coercion 
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An unemployed guy got a new job at the zoo. They offered him 
to dress up in a gorilla's skin and pretend to be a gorilla so people 
will keep coming to the zoo. On his first day on the job, the guy 
puts on the skin and goes into the cage. The people all cheer to 
see him. He starts really putting on a show, jumping around, beat-
ing his chest and roaring. During one acrobatic attempt, though, 
he loses his balance and crashes through some safety netting, 
landing square in the middle of the lion cage! As he lies there 
stunned, the lion roars. He's terrified and starts screaming "Help, 
Help!" The lion races over to him, places his paws on his chest 
and hisses, "Shut up or we'll both lose our jobs!"  

* * * 

How do we know the Indians were the first people in North 
America? 
 

They had reservations.  

* * * 

FOR SALE BY OWNER: Complete set of Encyclopedia Britan-
nica, 45 volumes. Excellent condition $1,000 or best offer.  
No longer needed, got married last month. Wife knows every-
thing. 

* * * 

Several weeks after a young man had been hired, he was called 
into the personnel manager's office. 
 

"What is the meaning of this?" the manager asked. "When you 
applied for the job, you told us you had 5 years' experience. Now 
we discover this is the first job you've ever had." 
 

"Well," the young man said, "in your ad you said you wanted 
somebody with imagination."  

* * * 

A wife was making a breakfast of fried eggs for her husband. 
Suddenly, her husband burst into the kitchen.  
 

'Careful,' he said, 'CAREFUL! Put in some more butter! Oh my 
gosh! You're cooking too many at once. TOO MANY! Turn 
them! TURN THEM NOW!  
 

We need more butter. Oh my gosh! WHERE are we going to get 
MORE BUTTER? They're going to STICK!  
 

Careful. CAREFUL! I said be CAREFUL! You NEVER listen to 
me when you're cooking! Never!  
 

Turn them! Hurry up! Are you CRAZY? Have you LOST your 
mind? Don't forget to salt them. You know you always forget to 
salt them. Use the salt. USE THE SALT! THE SALT!'  
 

The wife stared at him. 'What in the world is wrong with you? 
You think I don't know how to fry a couple of eggs?'  
The husband calmly replied, 'I just wanted to show you what it 
feels like when I'm driving.'  

* * * 

Three boys are in the schoolyard bragging of how great their 
fathers are. 

 

The first one says: "Well, my father runs the fastest. He can fire 
an arrow, and start to run, I tell you, 

he gets there before the arrow". 
 

The second one says: "Ha! You think that's fast! My father is a 
hunter. He can shoot his gun and be there before the bullet". 

 

The third one listens to the other two and shakes his head. He 
then says: "You two know nothing about fast. My father 

works for the government. He stops working at 4:30 
and he is home by 3:45!!"  
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Maryland State Council Officers 
 

State Deputy                                           Dale  W. Trott 

McNamara Chapter President               Joseph Massimini. 

District Deputy                                       George T. Riddle 

District Warden                                      Terry Reinhart 

 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council Officers 
 

Chaplain                                                  Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

Associate Chaplain                                 Rev. Robert P. Boxie, III 

Assistant to the Chaplain                       Deacon Steven Nash 

Grand Knight.                                        Michael E. Younger 

Deputy Grand knight                             Fidelis K. Ajudua 

Chancellor.                                            Harold Countee 

Warden.                                                 John Bechet 

Financial Secretary                                John O. Grier 

Recorder.                                               Gerry Anderson 

Treasurer                                                Harold F. Sanders, Jr. 

Lecturer.                                                Calvin A. Thompson 

Advocate                                               Vacant 

Trustee 3 year                                         Bernard Broadus 

Trustee 2 year.                                       Alan Davis 

Trustee 1 year.                                       Ikechukwu R. Agbim 

Inside Guard.                                        Charles N. Okpah 

Outside Guard.                                      Gilbert Neblett 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SURVEY TIME 
 

The objective of the Fletcher Council’s Newsletter is to keep our 
council members informed of recent and planned Council/Order 

activities and at time to put a smile on your face. 
Has it met these goals? 

What say you? 
 

What changes would you recommend? 
What say you? 

 

Do you recommend that the council continues this form 
of communications, the Newsletter? 

What say you? 
 

Email Your Survey Comments To 
Grand Knight-Elect 
Fidelis K. Ajudua 

ajudua32@gmail.com & vhawkinsjr@aol.com 

 

***JUNE- 2019*** 
 

  02      Kenneth U. Nnawuba 

  06     Ephraim I Ofodile 

  09     John L. Bechet 

  10     John O. Grier 

  13  Justin C. Okpah 

  16     Marquis D. Barnes 

  17     Gary T. Monroe 

  19  James W. Wilson     

  20     Kevin C. Akor 

  24     Ephraim A. Okoro 

  26     Chukwudubem L. Eze 

  26     Sylvanus M. Ifeamazi 

 

 

“The Joy 

Of A  

Birthday” 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
**JUNE** 

07      Special Olympics Summer Games, Towson University 
06        Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM  
09      Pentecost Sunday 
09       College Bound Concert, 2:00 PM 
10      Bishop Walsh Assembly Meeting, 7 P.M. 
12       Cup of Joe 
14       Flag Day 
15      Priest Ordinations for Dcn Ebuka & Dcn Patrick 
16       Father’s Day 
16      Knight’s Sunday, Mass @ 11:00 AM 
17      McNamara Chapter Meeting, St. Jerome Council 5564 
          43rd Avenue, Hyattsville, MD 20781, at 8 P.M. 
20       Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM  
21       First Day of Summer 
28-30 GK Leadership Seminar, Solomons, MD 
29      Mass & Installation of State Officers & District Deputies 
30      5th Sunday Rosary 
30      Church Picnic 


